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Message
from the

Provincial
Superior

CHILDREN

1
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder

them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as
these.”(Matthew 19:14)

When little children were brought to Jesus for him
to place his hands on them and pray for them the dis-
ciples of Jesus rebuked those who brought them. In
Jesus’ time, it was customary for people to bring their
children to a rabbi for a blessing. Thus people were
bringing children to Jesus so that He could place his
hands on them and pray for them. The disciples, how-
ever, thought the children were unworthy of the
Master’s time—less important than whatever else he
had to do. The disciples apparently viewed these chil-
dren as an intrusion and a drain of time and energy.
So they rebuked those who brought the children. But
Jesus said to them “Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them” (Matthew 19:14). Just as Jesus
took time for the sick, the poor, and the hungry, so he
also took time for little children. Jesus surely enjoyed
the company of the weak and vulnerable like children.

This very act of Jesus shows how important it is to
give care and affection to children who are the one of
the vulnerable sections of the society. They are vulner-
able in the sense that they who are innocent, can be
easily mislead if not given proper care, affection and
attention. Carelessness and negligence towards chil-
dren can cause unrepairable damage to their growth
and personalty. Healthy development of children is
crucial for them and to the society as they are to be the
future citizens with integrated personality and leader-
ship qualities. Unfortunately, there are children, all over
the world, who are suffering from broken families, child
abuse, lack of care and affection, lack of education and
poor living conditions such as poverty, inadequate
health care, nutrition, safe water, housing and envi-
ronmental pollution etc. Children are very often ne-
glected by their parents due to their busy schedule and

A @RRRIBIO 5

worldly preoccupations. Situations like this can in-
crease the number of delinquents.

Therefore, considering the importance of children
for a future sound and well developed family and soci-
ety set up, measures must be taken by families and so-
cieties to ensure that our children are given proper care,
affection and all round and integrated education and
training. Family is the primary unit which has to take
care of this great and serious responsibility. Parents
are to set apart considerable extend of their time and
space to give care and affection for their children which
is, in fact, one of the the primary functions of a family.
All other agencies like school, state etc are collabora-
tors of families in ensuring a healthy and all round
development of the children. Our children need much
care and attention from the elders for a better growth
and development. They need many other things too
like discipline, provision, and health care etc. Spend-
ing time with them, caring for them and loving them
will lead our children to grow and develop in an all-
round way which, in turn, will make them respon-
sible citizens with healthy mind and integrated per-
sonality.

As we celebrate Christmas this year let us try to
renew the order of our priorities and keep our avail-
ability for the children as one of the top priorities, con-
sidering the importance of child care for the future of
our generation and society. The example of Mary and
Joseph in loving, caring and protecting infant Jesus
must be a lesson and inspiration for all the modern
families. May the child Jesus bless and protect all our
children who are suffering from all kinds of depri-
vations. Wish you all a Merry Christmas and Bright

New Year (Yu/.&ﬁ
oY)
Paod!

Fr. Jose Mathew
Provincial Superior CFIC
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Learn.... Revise...... Renew.

Monti Marian
Mega Quiz- 121

Every celebration includes a commemoration. Every commemoration commences new initiatives. The footsteps

of concettini’s from Bovisio to India reaches its 5" decade on 2023. Let us celebrate it gratefully by commemorating
the contributions of the pioneers, zealous brothers and benefactors. The trumpets for the Golden Jubilee Celebrations
are ready. A new endeavor is announced, “Monti Marian Mega Quiz” a quiz to learn, revise and renew. It aims to
propagate our Charism within and around our presence. It is an open space for each one for affirming our knowledge
about Congregation, Founder and Immaculate Virgin. It traces our true spirit and teaches to the present and targets
to preserve for future. It is indeed an initiative to induce the young Friars to travel to the essence of the Congregation
and for our congregation. Moreover, it is the greatest opportunity for every one of us to ignite our minds with filial
devotion to Immaculate Mother.
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The encounter with the
King of Kings

Curiosity on new things and search for knowl-
edge and new experience are very empirical features
of every human person. Just like the physical hun-
ger and thirst, there is also an emotional and spiri-
tual hunger and thirst in every individual. The feast
of epiphany is the result of such a search for a new
encounter with someone who was greater than the
seekers themselves. The story of epiphany is mostly
connected with the story of the three Magi traveling
a long way to meet the newborn king. The sense of
suspense and surprise leads the Magi to the Saviour,
the King of kings.

The Greek word Epiphany (4dé5Uidéd), which
means appearance or manifestation, is generally ap-
plied to Jesus’ first appearance to the Magi.
“Epiphany” refers to God’s Self-revelation to the
world through His Son Jesus Christ. The angels re-
vealed Jesus to the shepherds, while the star revealed
Him to the Magi, who had already received hints
from ancient books. Later, God, the Father revealed

Jesus’” identity at His baptism in river Jordan and
during the transfiguration saying, “this is my beloved
Son in whom I am well pleased; listen to Him.” John
the Baptizer himself revealed Jesus to the world,
pointing out him to his disciples and the crowd, say-
ing, “this is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin
of the world.” All these revelations are all suggested
by the Feast of the Epiphany.

The Epiphany can be looked on as a symbol for
our own pilgrimage through life to heaven. The feast
invites us to see ourselves as images of the Magi, a
people on a journey to Christ. In their search for the
King of kings, we also see the Magi’s encounter with
the evil King Herod. This encounter
symbolizes three reactions of the world to Jesus’
birth: hatred, indifference, and adoration. Herod and

A @peesym 23

"

Fr. Benny Mekkatt CFIC

his people planned to destroy Jesus because they
thought the new king would be a threat to their po-
sition. The second group, composed of priests and
scribes, ignored Jesus because they were full of them-
selves and there was no room in their hearts for a
child of humble birth. The third group is composed
of the shepherds and the Magi. They were humble
enough listen to the message they received and search
for the true light and adored Jesus and offered them-
selves, what they had and what they were, to Him.
‘Blessed are they who love Him, blessed are they who
seek Him and blessed are they who follow Him with
humility of heart.”

The encounter with the King of kings transformed
the lives of the Magi as they were able to grasp and
follow God’s ways with more clarity. As a result, they
were able to listen and understand the directions they
received through the angel and they returned home
through another route. What is its implication on
my life? Just as the Magi chose another route to re-
turn to their homes following the directions from
God, we are also called to choose a better way of life,
trying to overcome our pride, selfishness and greed
and all kinds of evil habits and addictions. As the
star led the wise men to Jesus, following the foot-
steps of Jesus, the true light and being illumined by
that true light, let us also try to become the stars,
leading others to Jesus. As the shining stars in dark
corners of this world, we too can remove or lessen
the darkness of the evil around us by being, if not
like stars, at least like tiny candles, radiating
Jesus’ love and compassion by selfless service, un-
conditional forgiveness and compassionate care to
everyone we encounter in our lives. Thus, the
Epiphany of Jesus becomes an ongoing mission in

the world. )
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FINDING THE

MEANING OF
CHRISTMAS

The dark skies are enchanting, the clear air smelled
wonderful, the leaves on the trees seemed freshly
washed and the water drops on them looked like
they were just about to fall but hung there, shining
like little Christmas lights, making the trees look
like Christmas trees..... Yes, dear friends, December
is awakening and once again the Christmas is at
hand...

The celebration begins ostentatiously. People
flocks to the bazaars, busy buying gifts, sweets, stars,
garments and other decoration items, prepare a
beautiful Christmas crib that would appeal to
anyone by its stunning display and finally sit down
for a sumptuous meal.... with that the Christmas
celebration comes to an end. We always have a
tendency to keep divinity as a side dish for survival,
but we need to understand that divinity is the main
dish which will nourish us in the right way to live
life in right ways. More than a celebration, Christmas
must become an experience, thus it becomes a part
of our life. For, the birth of Jesus was a remedy for
all the injustice done to the poor and destitute,
abandoned and marginalized of the society. He
touched and healed everyone, irrespective of cast
and creed, saints and sinners, rich and poor, good
and bad and promised salvation for the entire
human race.

Manger is the life of those people who are seeking
for a space on this earth. The birth of Christ is a
reminder of those million refugees who were forced
to abandon their lives-earnings and flee from their
homeland, seeking for a space for their existence.
The police officers are handfed by the politicians and
the politicians are handfed by the rich people; that
is our administrative body today. Our democracy is
created for people who can purchase it. Millions of
people are exploited and marginalized and have
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been constantly living under the fear. Who will make
those law makers aware of their hostile
administration and that; there is nothing more
despicable than people exploiting the misery of
others?

We are all born with a divine fire in us. We cannot
hold that divine fire within us and remain cool for a
long time. Our efforts should be, to give wings to
this fire and fill the world with the glow of its
goodness. Our mind, body and soul require the
highest sense of equilibrium and also the highest
tolerance level. We must oppose the evil with bare
hands, but with determined spirit. We must express
our displeasure through non-cooperation. We must
not allow evil to happen under our nose, at least make
an effort to sneeze loudly. Let the doves fly in our
skies carrying the branch of olive amidst the noise
of terror. Let there be rays of light amidst the dark
clouds of war.

As we wait for the birth of our Lord and the birth
of a New Year 2022, let these events bring peace and
joy into our hearts. Whatever God willed is
unalterable. We need to deal with problems placidly.
Often we have a strong propensity of passing
appraisal and complaints towards everything we find.
We must acknowledge that, there are thousands of
poor children in the city, doing boot polish at railway
stations or collecting paper bottles, plastics, plus
going to school at night. Compared to this, our issues
are often inconsequential. Let us not try to choose
convenience over conservations and brush aside the
reality. It is high time to turn towards our own
conscience. Live in such harmony and be a great
source of strength to each other. With a new zeal
and with a determined spirit, let us step into the
blessings of the new dawn of Christmas and New
Year.

o
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